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It is a pleasure to report to the citizens of
Tulsa County that all Vision 2025 projects are
progressing properly and quickly as promised.
Last year, | served as one of the 24 members of
the Sales Tax Overview Committee (STOC) and in
January 2005 assumed Chairmanship.

| am very confident that the personal and
professional skills of the STOC are well suited to
reviewing both the financial and operational
details of the Vision 2025 program. We have a
multiplicity of advanced credentials, including
certified public accountants, financial officers,
and others with extensive knowledge of construction
and governmental operations.

The members bring serious expertise and
represent the broad population of Tulsa County
and its municipalities. We have a good mix of
individuals.

At the moment, however, we have a few
openings awaiting appointments. We hope those
positions are filled very soon.

We have created a strong communication link
between this committee and the Tulsa County
Commission. If any issue arises on Vision 2025
that the STOC feels should be addressed, we
send that issue to the County Commission.

Should an individual committee member have an
issue, it can be sent through the chairman or
they can send it
themselves.
Depending on
the nature of the
issue, it may $
become part of
our public
monthly report
to the County
Commission.

All STOC
meetings are
open to the
public and the
media.
Representatives
from the County
Commissioners’
offices and
various
municipalities
attend on a regular basis, as does the media.

Our monthly meetings are not a forum for
public debate and there is no question-and-

answer period for non-committee attendees;
however, our questions, comments, and
deliberations are open, and anyone is
welcome to attend and observe.

This year, we will not only review the
financial documentation available, but will
actually meet at the sites of many projects.
The first such meeting, held in June at Expo
Square, was tremendously helpful, as the
citizens of the STOC and others who attended
the meeting could easily see where our tax
dollars are going.

If we as citizens intend the County and
our common prosperity to grow, more must
commit to becoming active participants in
Vision 2025, as the STOC has. For our
children and grandchildren, we must continue
to act in the common good. The quality of
any community is the sum of the amount and
quality of participation individuals commit to
that community. The STOC is so committed,
and we invite you to join us.
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Vision 2025 projects, combined with previous
bond package improvements at Tulsa County’s Expo
Square, have elevated the mid-town facility to one of
the best places in America to stage large horse
shows. The economic development that was promised
voters from such
exhibitions, shows, and
events will soon begin to
return dividends — more
than $28 million per year
from the Arabian Horse
Association (AHA)'s US
National Arabian and
Half Arabian Show alone,
according to official
estimates.

Tulsa County has
hosted major equine
shows and events in the
past featuring almost
every breed, but Tulsa’s selection by AHA puts Tulsa
and the Expo Square facilities in the big leagues of
equine event production. The national association, with
worldwide membership, has chosen Expo Square for
their annual horse shows for five years beginning
in 2008.

“The US National Arabian and
Half-Arabian Championship Horse
Show is one of the largest and
most prestigious national horse

shows in the country.”
Denny Tuttle, President and CEO of Expo Square

For this show, all of Expo Square will be utilized,
including stalls and arenas in the Expo Building
itself, to accommodate more than 2,200 horses
occupying up to 3,500 stalls. Owners, trainers and
their families alone will number more than 5,000
people, and many of those working the 10-day show
will be in town for as long as 18 days. Guest
attendance during the show is expected to match or
better that of show participants.

Denny Tuttle, President and CEO said, “After see-
ing existing and planned improvements at Expo
Square made possible by previous bond initiatives,
the AHA was very excited at the possibility of bringing
the show here. With the passage of the Vision 2025
vote, which funds other significant improvements to

the livestock venue that are necessary for their
shows, the AHA agreed to a five-year contract
beginning in 2008 and is enthusiastic about moving
their show to Tulsa.

“Expo Square is not just about hosting mega
shows. Our enhanced
facilities provide venues
for small events with
200-300 animals,
shows the size of the
Arabians, and
everything in between.
Together with the
extensive schedule of

non-livestock shows, we
often host simultaneous
events on the campus.
A non-profit trust
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abian Horse Association retajng all revenues to
improve the facility and services; Tuttle said.

Tim Moerbe, Director of National Events for the
Arabian Horse Association said, “The most important
thing we required was a central location with a large
enough facility to host a major horse show. There are
only about five or six facilities in the United States that
can handle a show our size and until the recent
improvements, Expo Square in Tulsa was not one of
them.

“Now with the additional facilities, Tulsa has the
perfect combination of facility and location for us.
These are some of, if not the best facilities in the country.
It is a brand new facility and that is hard to beat. In
addition, they have taken input from us and other
show producers and made it happen in a remarkably
short time frame. That helped a bunch;’ Moerbe said.

“We draw our entries from throughout the United
States and Canada primarily, and others worldwide.
Finding a good central location with good access by
highway and with good airline service is critical. Tulsa
most perfectly fit the bill;” Moerbe said, adding,
“Everyone at the facility and throughout the city has
been very helpful in settling details for our show.

“This show brings the highest quality of horses to
town from throughout the world. The US National
Arabian Horse Show is a draw for the world. Itis a
premier event, and we do hope the people of Tulsa
County will come see the show. That is another reason
we are looking forward to the Tulsa shows —we feel
we have something to bring to the community that
people will enjoy. We are looking forward to Tulsa.”
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Chairman’s Report

By Commissioner Bob Dick

In this second annual program publication, the
Tulsa County Commission is proud to report that Vision
2025 projects are making substantial progress. This
newsletter details that progress for public review and
consideration.

In the continual chorus of public debate, all parties
from all perspectives agree that government should be
transparent in the expenditure of public funds. In great
detail, financial reports go monthly to project sponsors
and the Vision 2025 citizens’ Sales Tax Overview
Committee. This annual report summarizes Vision
2025 activity to date. Throughout the year, daily
activity is also posted for the public record online at
www.Vision2025.info. At this Web site, citizens may
review historic documentation, ask questions, see
renderings and illustrations and, with our Web cameras,
even watch some projects under construction.

We believe the Vision 2025 program to be the
most transparent of any public building program ever
implemented in Oklahoma - or anywhere else that we
have found.

We invite you to visit the Vision 2025 booth in the
Expo Building during the Tulsa State Fair, September
29 through October 9. We enjoy talking about the
dynamic success of Vision 2025 and welcome your
questions at any time.

Vision 2025 is a specific set of propositions
approved by over 60 percent of Tulsa County voters on
September 9, 2003 to build local projects from which
private enterprise may grow economic development
throughout Tulsa County. The propositions were
proposed after extensive public input and reflect the
priorities of Tulsa County citizens.

Things of value rarely take shape quickly and, in an
age that often demands instant gratification, the time
required to plan, design, and implement these public
objectives is easy to criticize. However, there is a
difference between throwing bricks and laying brick —
one takes no thought, care, or concern — the other does.

The public officials, architects, engineers, construction
teams, and others instrumental in bringing these
projects into public use are overwhelmingly Tulsa
County residents. We take pride in doing our jobs to
the best of our abilities for your children and ours. We
invite your careful review of our progress as Tulsa
County continues to grow into the livable, workable,
fun place we call home.

www.VISIon2025.info




Route Rocks and Rolls!

America’s Route 66 exists because of the
efforts of Tulsan Cyrus Avery, the acknowledged
“Father of Route 66,” who would not give up on
his vision for a highway across America. Today,
Route 66 is considered a valuable piece of
Americana and an international tourist draw. The
City of Tulsa has completed the draft master plan
for Route 66 where it passes through Tulsa, and

signs (already complete)
» Purchase of land at 11th and Riverside Drive
(also complete) for the
development of a major
tourist attraction/
destination, and

+ Design of the Cyrus Avery
Centennial Plaza, to be
located on the route at
the east end of the former
11th Street Bridge.

This 100-foot diameter
brick plaza, in the shape
of a Route 66 shield, will
include an elevated
overlook of the historic
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will soon begin the process of taking public
comments on the proposed improvements and
priorities.

While the Master Plan is still in development,
several items have already been approved by the
City for implementation. These items include:
+Installation of historic Route 66 identification

bridge. As stated in the
Route 66 Master Planning
documentation, “The focal
point of the plaza will be a
larger-than-life-size bronze
sculpture containing multiple pieces that will tell
the story of an encounter between the Avery
family riding in a vintage Model ‘T’ and a horse-
drawn wagon coming from the west Tulsa oil fields.”

The plaza will include linkage to the River
Parks and connection to Tulsa’s future Downtown
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Centennial Walk project, and is destined to
become a must-see photo stop along the
historic route as enthusiasts traverse the route
through Tulsa.

Tulsa’s
Space
Program

When Tulsa Air and Space Museum (TASM)’s
Larry Anduss first began giving presentations to
local civic groups, he would ask who had even
heard of the place—and few, if any, would raise
their hands. Now it is hard to find someone
who has not heard the buzz—Tulsa has a very
special attraction.

Economic development experts estimate
Tulsa’s current collective aviation enterprises to
be a $3 billion per year industry that seriously
began as early as 1928.

Anduss said, “Our original plan included a
planetarium, but it is expensive and awaited
dedicated funds. Vision 2025 greatly sped it up
when that happened. Now we are finishing
Hangar One, which is the huge 43,000-sq.-ft.
main museum across the road from the
entrance to Mohawk Park. That facility will open
in October. The planetarium constructed next
door is expected to open in February or March”

The new planetarium, called a digital
“Electric Sky Theater,” will feature the latest in
visual and sound technology for sky and space

presentations. The theater will be housed in a
separate building being constructed and owned
by Tulsa County, and will be operated entirely
by the Tulsa Air and Space Museum.
Currently, there are only two other
theaters in the world with this
type of advanced technology.

“Eighty percent or
more of the teachers
bringing their classes
to the Tulsa Air and
Space Museum keep
coming back each
year. We work to
make each tour
successful and
personalize each
presentation as
much as possible
to the individual
group,” Anduss
continued.

“For example, consider
Skelly Elementary.

(Tulsa oilman William G.) D M,
“Bill” Skelly was very instru- Lof g
mental in the early o

aviation industry here in Tulsa,
and their school is named after him,
so we tell them more about Bill Skelly than we
would on any other tour”

Anduss said, “We get school tour groups
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from southwestern Missouri, southern Kansas,
western Arkansas, and the entire state of
Oklahoma. The Tulsa Air and Space Museum is
a regional attraction with a big economic
impact in food and lodging and
other things Tulsans don’t
always see. Approximately
15 percent of our atten-
dance is people from
outside Oklahoma.
“TASM is dedicated
to the education of
our young and not-
as-young people in
the history of aviation
in Tulsa, and how
the future of our
nation is dependent
upon what our young
people do with their
individual lives. If we
can encourage them
to study and excel in
math, science and
technology, then our
nation and our community
will continue to be strong”
A preview of the Sky Theater
presentation titled “Oasis In Space”
is available online at www.Vision2025.info. It
takes the viewer on a startling and beautiful
journey through our Solar System and beyond.

CATCH THE VISION

Events Center: T he Future of Tulsa

Not just any average arena, Tulsa’s new
18,000-seat events center will add something
unique in the world. Cesar Pelli’s striking
design will create a new Tulsa landmark, and
will add a new flair to our rich architectural
heritage for decades to come.
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Pelli is world-renowned for innovation in
both design and function. Students study and
travel the world to see his work — and capture
the appropriateness of function married with
high art.

www.VisSion2025.info

The event center’s elegant interiors,
comfortable seating, electronic message
boards, jumbo-trons, scoreboards, sky boxes
and unique concessions are amenities every
visitor and each of us will enjoy — all
surrounded and integrated with the beauty of
Pelli’s architecture. From the striking iconic
wall (yes, designed and tested to ensure it will
withstand Oklahoma’s weather), circular
upward-flowing structural design, and an
openness of public space beyond any venue
ever, the events center will serve as an
inspiration for Tulsa’s future generations.
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River Discovered in Tulsa County!

It is hard not to laugh at the amount
of time we, as a community, have let slip
by without taking advantage of the full
potential of Tulsa County’s greatest natural
resource, the Arkansas River. The
construction of Keystone Dam addressed
flooding issues along the river, and water
quality has greatly improved over time.
Now we can preserve and develop for natural
habitat, public recreation, and community
enjoyment the 42 miles of river in Tulsa
County. Comparable to the extensive public
input process followed for Vision 2025, the
Arkansas River Master Plan was developed
from the ground up by the people and for
the people of Tulsa County.

Today, the detailed planning required
for protection and public use of the
Arkansas River is nearly complete. This
fall, following approval of the final Master
Plan prepared by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, Tulsa County will begin the
process of acquiring environmental clearances
necessary for construction to begin. The
intent has always been to use Vision 2025
funds in conjunction with matching federal
funds. With clearances, the receipt of
federal and private environmental

grants and other forms of assistance is
much more likely.

The goal is to quickly complete what
most agree is an aggressive, expansive,
and visionary Master Plan for the Arkansas
River. Coupled with the community improvements
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of Vision 2025, the Arkansas River Master
Plan holds the key to the re-branding of
our metropolitan market for future
generations — innovatively and uniquely
Tulsa County.
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